December 17, 2005

Lowery for his instrumental role in assuring
equal rights for all Americans. Dr. Lowery,
who has been called the “dean of the Civil
Rights Movement,” was the cofounder of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

Dr. Lowery was born in Huntsville, AL, on
October 6, 1921. During the 1950s, he led the
Alabama Civic Affairs Association, an organi-
zation dedicated to the desegregation of
buses and public places. In 1957, Dr. Lowery
joined Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other
leaders from throughout the Southeast to or-
ganize the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, an organization renowned for its
nonviolent approach to ending segregation. He
would eventually lead the SCLC from 1977
until 1997.

Dr. Lowery also organized and led the 1965
Selma to Montgomery Civil Rights March. This
march was a key moment in the civil rights
movement and a strong influence on the pas-
sage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act.

Dr. Lowery’s work and influence spreads
outside of our country as well. He led a group
that began protesting the South African Apart-
heid in the 1970s and continued until the suc-
cessful election of Nelson Mandela in 1994.

Although officially retired, Dr. Lowery re-
mains active and is an influential voice en-
couraging African Americans to vote.

Mr. Speaker, on Friday, December 16,
through Sunday, December 18, Dr. Lowery will
be honored by his hometown community, with
the placement of a historical marker near the
site of his childhood home. | rise today to join
in that celebration and to thank Dr. Lowery for
all he has done on behalf of all Americans.

———
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Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the California Demo-
cratic Congressional Delegation, | am proud to
pay tribute to a woman who has greatly influ-
enced the course of workers rights over the
past 50 years, Ms. Dolores Huerta. On the oc-
casion of her 75th birthday it is only fitting that
we pause to honor Ms. Huerta’s lifetime of
courage and achievement.

Ms. Huerta was born on April 10, 1930 in
Dawson, New Mexico and was raised in
Stockton, California amid the farm workers of
the central San Joaquin Valley. Ms. Huerta’s
mother, Alicia Chavez, and her father, Juan
Fernandez, instilled in her, through their own
works, a drive to help and care for others. In
her own life, Ms. Huerta has been an incalcu-
lable asset to the movement for the advance-
ment of worker’s rights and in particular, the
rights of farm workers and their families.

Ms. Huerta began advocacy for workers and
their families in 1955 when she created the
Stockton chapter of the Community Service
Organization, CSO, after encountering farm
workers’ hungry children while teaching in a
public school. Early in her endeavors, Ms.
Huerta successfully lobbied, in Sacramento,
for the removal of citizenship requirements
from pension and public assistance programs.
She also helped pass legislation that allowed
people to take their drivers license examina-
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tions in their native language and established
the right to vote in Spanish.

Through her work with the CSO, Ms. Huerta
met Caesar Chavez and together, in 1962,
they founded the United Farm Workers of
America, UFW. Ms. Huerta became the orga-
nization’s First Vice President Emeritus. The
UFW is perhaps best known for its role in the
Delano Grape Strike beginning in 1965. The
strike ended after 5 years of hard work and
careful negotiations, which were led by Ms.
Huerta, with the establishment of a 3-year col-
lective bargaining agreement with the grape
industry.

Among Ms. Huerta’s many achievements
are several outstanding awards. She was be-
stowed with the California State Senate’s Out-
standing Labor Leader Award in 1984 and her
impact on the national workers rights move-
ment was highlighted in 1993 when Ms.
Huerta was inducted into the National Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame and received the Ellis Island
Medal of Freedom Award, as well as several
other awards. Although Ms. Huerta’s efforts
concentrated intensely on California, her im-
pact on workers rights nationwide has been
remarkable and merits our honor and admira-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues—Reps. BECER-
RA, BERMAN, CAPPS, COSTA, FARR, HONDA,
LANTOS, MATSUI, NAPOLITANO, PELOSI, ROYBAL-
ALLARD, LINDA SANCHEZ, LORETTA SANCHEZ,
SCHIFF, SHERMAN, SOLIS, THOMPSON, WAXMAN
and WOOLSEY—join me in thanking Ms. Huerta
for her tireless adherence to the improvement
of workers rights across the United States. We
are humbled to honor such a wonderful per-
son who, for years, has been a great friend
and inspiration to us all.

TRIBUTE TO MITCH KEHETIAN
HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 16, 2005

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay tribute
to the distinguished career of Mitch Kehetian.

Known as the “dean of Detroit-area jour-
nalism,” Mitch Kehetian’s career in journalism
dates back to 1953 with roots stemming from
Allen Park, Michigan. Beginning as a ‘“copy
boy” for the Detroit Times, Mr. Kehetian
served diligently as reporter and editor work-
ing his way through the journalism establish-
ment. After his tenure at the Times, he joined
the Citizen-Journal of Columbus, Ohio then re-
turned to Detroit at the Eastside News. In
1969, Mr. Kehetian accepted a job as the
Warren reporter and bureau chief of the
Macomb Daily.

Serving as a reporter, managing editor, and
editorial page editor at the Macomb Daily for
over 30 years, Mr. Kehetian brought an in-
tense, lifelong interest in politics, public serv-
ice and government to his coverage, espe-
cially their impact on citizens and commu-
nities. His wide-ranging attention to inter-
national, national, and local affairs and his
personable yet direct manner drew attention
and admiration from the halls of all types of
houses—from Macomb to the White House.

Mitch Kehetian loved and believed in the
work of journalism. He was a reporter's re-
porter committed to the news, and the trusted
role of the “newsman” in our country. Michi-
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gan was better off with his reporter's eye and
his editor’s pen at work in our community. His
dedication to his work allowed him to enjoy
mentoring young and aspiring journalists often
at the beginning of their careers. Mr. Kehetian
served as both the President and as a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Detroit
Press Club, and as President of the Metro De-
troit Chapter of the Society of Professional
Journalists. In 2002, the Society bestowed its
highest honor upon him, “Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.” He has also been awarded
countless journalism awards from the Associ-
ated Press, United Press International, Michi-
gan Press Association, to name just a few.

Mr. Kehetian is also a proud family man and
a proud Armenian-American. Mr. Speaker, it
has been my personal privilege to know and
be in regular touch with Mitch these last dec-
ades. He combined enough distance from
people in public life to be objective and
enough closeness to create friendships. So |
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Mitch Kehetian, a distinguished journalist and
a friend, for his years of dedicated service to
journalism and the communities and citizens
he served and in wishing him good health and
happiness in the next phase of his life.

——————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Mayor Jane L.
Campbell, for her unwavering dedication, dili-
gence, vision and integrity that defined her
leadership as Mayor of the City of Cleveland.

Mayor Campbell’s vital focus on lifting the
lives of the poor and disenfranchised, starting
at the neighborhood level, framed her every
professional and political endeavor. She
began her service to our community as the
founding Executive Director of WomenSpace,
and later as the Executive Director of the
Friends of Shaker Square. During her 12-year
tenure as State Representative, Mayor Camp-
bell introduced and enacted legislation pro-
tecting the rights of children, families and sen-
iors. As a Cuyahoga County Commissioner,
she advocated for women and children,
chairing the Violence Against Women Act
Committee, and the Children Who Witness Vi-
olence Committee.

Throughout her journey from County Com-
missioner to the Mayor of Cleveland, Mayor
Campbell continued her unrelenting focus on
behalf of all Cleveland residents, especially
children, families and seniors. During her term
in office, she implemented numerous health
and human services programs that provide
guidance and support for our most vulnerable
citizens who struggle daily to elevate their
lives above the raging cycle of poverty and
homelessness. Mayor Campbell’s vision to
raise the City into the promise of restoration
and renewal is also reflected in the commer-
cial and residential structures of Cleveland’s
neighborhoods, from Detroit-Shoreway, Cudell
and Old Brooklyn, east to Slavic Village,
Union-Miles and Buckeye-Woodland, where
commercial redevelopment, storefront renova-
tion and housing restoration has become a re-
ality.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T14:55:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




